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23 November 2010 
 
The first pond restoration working bee such a success, another is planned  
 
Nearly 60 hours of hard work was tackled last week as the quest to restore the pond at the 
Bribie Island Retirement Village began. 
 
The working bee last Saturday saw 19 residents and friends undertake three hours of cutting, 
trimming and raking, to transform the overgrown pond into a serene area of tranquillity. 
 
Bribie Island Retirement Village service manager Karen Tibbits said the residents had 
wanted to make the pond a feature of the village. 
 
 “It was amazing the amount of work achieved by all who participated, and we are thrilled 
with the outcome of the working bee,” Ms Tibbits said. 
 
“You couldn’t even get on to the little island where the pond sits, as it was a jungle of 
overgrown vines and plants. Everyone was more than happy to get their hands dirty and now 
it is all trimmed and the residents are so pleased they have their wonderful pond back.” 
 
The village’s clubhouse overlooks the pond and residents at the village had continually 
expressed their desires to restore it and make it an attraction for some of Bribie Island’s 
beautiful wildlife. 
 
Bribie Island Retirement Village resident Shirley Strickland said the residents felt that some 
of the village family feeling had been restored on Saturday, as they all worked together and 
enjoyed morning tea on the deck. 
 
“It was really great and we are all enthusiastic about the future of the pond area,” Mrs 
Strickland said. 
 
“You can see that when we have a common goal, the team work is wonderful - in fact it was 
just like earlier days.” 
 
Ms Tibbits said another clean up morning was being planned as soon as the trees were 
lopped, and that they were calling on more volunteers to lend a hand. 
 
“We are short on equipment, such as rakes, for the next working bee, so if anyone has tools 
they can bring along we would be very grateful; any assistance is warmly welcomed,” she 
said. 
 
For further information about how to get involved in the working bee, call Karen Tibbits on 
0421 389 648. 
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For further information, please contact: 
 
Ashleigh James 
Communications Coordinator 
Ph: (07) 3363 1747 
 
Desley Millwood 
Communications and Marketing Manager 
Ph: (07) 3327 1692 or 0419 486 943 
 
 
About Churches of Christ Care  
 
Churches of Christ Care is a division of Churches of Christ in Queensland—a group of 
churches that is part of the worldwide Christian church.  
 
We strive to create an inclusive, caring, compassionate environment that meets our clients' 
needs without discrimination or prejudice. Everyone is welcome to call on our help regardless 
of their religious background.  
 
Churches of Christ Care is one of Queensland’s leading providers of early childhood, child 
protection, affordable housing, retirement living and aged care services. We are a not-for-
profit organisation that supports more than 27,000 clients each year in urban, rural and 
remote areas.  
 
We operate 137 services throughout Queensland with the support of more than 2,800 staff 
and over 700 volunteers.  
 
Churches of Christ Care is built on a foundation of Christian values, commitment to quality 
care, and trust and respect for clients and the community.  
 


